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Who art thou that judgeſt another Man's Servant ? 
For we muſt all appear before the Judgment- Seat 
of CHRIST. Rom. 14. 4. & 10. 

But this I confeſs unto thee, that after the Way which 
they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip I the GOD of my 
Fathers, believing all Things which are written in 
__the Law and in the Prophets. Acts 24. 14. 


LONDON: 
Printed for Joux CraRrx, at the Bible and 
Crown in the Poultry near Cheapſide. 171g. 
{Pcice Three Pence] 


* — 


1 
* 4 q 
* 


— N "IR 


( 3 ] 


VAL NR DTC EL DE EL RD RED ER 


KY BER RE BR A RR EG RD RIB RKY 


THE 
Innocent vindicated, &c. 


HE intemperate Zeal of ſome Profeſs+ 
ng Chriſtians, both Miniſters and Peo- 
ple, (ariſing probably from a Conceit 

oo chat they are Infallible) has form'd in 
t rheir Imaginations a MonsTER, and 
— given it the Name of, An ARIAN; 
and they apply it to has many of their Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians as are not of their Size, tho' perhaps much 
more agrecable to the Standard than themſelves; 
and have branded them from Pulpit and Preſs as 
notorious Hereticks, denying the Lord that bought them; 
imputing to them all the Evil and pernicious Con- 
ſequences Ignorance or Prejudice can invent, and for 
no other Reafon but becauſe they openly declare, 
they believe all that is written, in the Sacred Scrip- 
rures, concerning our Loxpy and Saviour JESUS 
CHRIST, from the Declaration of Himſelf, and the 
Revelation he has been pleas'd to give us of his 
GOD and FATHER, whoſe Shape none have ſeen at 
any Time, nor heard his Voice, John v. 37. and whom 
none can know but thoſe to whom the SON reveals Him: 
And our Bleſſed Lord having made known the Fa- 
ther and himfelf, to his Apoſtles ſo much as was neceſ- 
ſary for them and his Church to know, they do 
therefore believe al that is in Sacred Writ, concer- 
ning the Father and the Son, and form their Faith 
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by this Rule, and not by any Arian, At hanaſian, 
Soci nian, or Sabellian Rule whatſoever. 

'T 1s hoped, all will allow, The Holy Scriptures 
are appointed by their Author to convey to the Un- 
derſtanding of Rational Creatuses Idea's of Perſons 
and Things; and that none are referr'd to Schola- 
ſtick Terms, as Foundation-Stones, to build their 
Faith upon. Therefore, as to Co-eſſential, Co-equal, 
and Co-eternal, being Terms no where found in 
Scripture, we regard them not. 3 

Ir is conceived then, according to Scripture, that 
the Term GOD is apply'd to different Perſons, Su- 
preme and Subordinate, Creator and Creature, Earth- 
ly and Heavenly; and tho' it does, in the higheſt and 
moſt eminent manner, belong to the Great Jznovany 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, yet it is not 
appropriated to Him any more than the Word Loxny, 
which. is of the ſame Signification; and as the Word 
LORD 1s common both to the Creator and Creature, 
it doth not ſo much denote their Nature as the Re- 
lation they ſtand in to their Inferiours : For a Crea- 
ture may truly be ſaid to be Lord, tho' but of a Man- 
nor, or of a Country. Yet the very ſame Word when 
apply'd to Him who made Heaven and Earth, muſt 
ſignify, The Lord of the whole Creation, or Lord of 
Lords, So the Ward GO D, in its prime Notion, 
ſignifies no more than a ſtrong and powerful Being, 
and according to its Etimology and Original Signi- 
fication, denotes Dominion and Superiority qver 
thoſe it relates to. ; 

Tur Holy Scriptures fully declare ONE only 
Living and True 60 D, wha is from Everlaſting, 
Self-exiftent, and Inde pendem : And that this GOD 
is but one, is plain from divers Texts of Scripture : 
Deut. vi. 4. Hear, O J/raet, the Lord our God is 
one Lord; and that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. viii. 6. But 
to us there is but o, God, the FATHER. | 
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Tris Bleſſed God the FATHER is ſtil'd God of 
Gods, Deut. x. 17. Joſ. xxii. 22. or Chief of Gods, 
with whom none of theſe may be compared: For I 
know that the Lord is Great, and that our Lord is 
above all Gods, Pſal. 135. 5. This can't be meant, as 
our Adverſaries would have it, of Idol Gods, For 
God is not the God of Idols, which are indeed 0 
Gods, having Eyes and ſee not, Ears and hear not, 
Sc. Then it muſt neceſſarily be meant of ſuch whom 
the Scripture calls Gods. This Blefled God the Fa- 
ther, who is the Ineffable Lord of all Things, and, as 
Juſtin Martyr oblerves, even of the SO N Himſelt, 
is ſtil'd by the Apoſtle, the Blefled and only Poten- 
tate, 1 Tim. 6. 15: And fo he is called the Gd and; 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Eph. 1. 3. ver. 17. 
The God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 
Glory. | | 
1 bs Lord Jeſus is the Chief of all Subordinate 
. Powers, and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 
Rev. 1. 5. and above the greateſt Angels, Eph. 1. 21. 
Vet even in the higheſt Character, and molt exalted 
Deſcription, of our Saviour, of his Honour, King 
dom, and Dignity, 'tis always repreſented as deri- 
ved from and granted by God the Father, And indeed 
our Lord Jeſs is truly God, not only in the mean 
and deſpicable Senſe of the Word, in which Kings 
and Magiſtrates are ſaid to be Gods ; but we believe 
and acknowledge Him to be God over all the Three 
Worlds, Heaven , Earth, and Hell ; only, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, HE is excepted, who did put all Things 
under him; from whom all his Power and Dignity 
is derived, as ſhall be ſhewn by and by. And for this 
we have the Teſtimony of our Lord himſelf, which 
we,valuc more than Ten Thouſand Witneſſes. Mat. 
28. 18. All Power in Heaven and in Earth is given 
to me; which denotes his unlimited Dominion; for 
his Kingdom ruleth over all. Query. If he were the 
Supremę God, how could this Power be given him? 
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See Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22. where the Apoſtle, ſpeaking 
of that Honour and Dignity confert d on him by the 


Father, ſays,—And ſet him at his own Right Hand, 


in the Heavenly Places, far above all Principality, 
and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and ever 
Name that is named, not only in this World, but 
alſo in that which is to come; and have put all 
Things under his Feet, and gave him to be Head, 
over all Things, to the Church. Phil. 2. 9, 10. 
Wheretore GOD allo hath highly exalted him, and 
gives him a Name that is above every Name, that at 
the Name of JIESus every Knee fhould bow, of 
Things in Heaven, and Things in Earth, and Things 
under the Earth; and that every Tongue ſhould con- 
ſeſs, that Jeſas Chriſt, is Lord, to the Glory of GOD 
the FarnzR. By which tis plain, all his Dignity, 
Honour, and Glory, was by Communication from 
the Father, and was to end ultimately to his Glory. 
Taz SON himſelf aſcribes all to the Father - 
Jobn 8. 54. If I honour my ſelf, my Honour is no- 
thing; tis my Father that honoureth me, of whom 
ye ſay, he is your God. | 
Turk x are divers other Texts which prove the 
GODHEADof CHRIST; as John 1. 1. In the 
Beginning was the / Vord, and the Mord was with God, 


and the Word was God: Where we would remark, 


that the Word was not that God whom it is ſaid, he 


was with: For this would introduce a Confuſion of 


Sen{(c. 1 
Tuis Great and Mighty GOD, who is a God of 
inetfable Glory, and tho GOD made the Worlds by 
him, has yet a GOD above him : For which conſider 
theſe Texts. Heb. r. 9. Therefore God, even thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneſs above 
thy Fellows. John 20. 19. I aſcend unto my Father 
and your Father, to n God and your God. Mark 15. 
44. My Ged, my God, why has thou forſaken me? 
2 Cor. 11. 31. The God and Father of our 12 
* eſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt. Rev. 1. 6. And hath made us Kings and 
Prieſts unto God and his Father. 1 Cor. 11. 3. I would 
have you know, the Head of every Man is Chriſt, 
and the Head of the Woman is the Man, and the 
Head of Chriſt is GO D. Query. Whether he was 4 
Head to Himſelf ? But in the Text the different Senſe 
is very obvious ; for as Chriſt is diſtin& from the 
Man, and is his Head, ſo the Man is from the Wo- 
man, and is her Head, and ſo is GO D the Father 
from Chriſt, and is his Head ; according to that 
Text, 1 Cor. 3. 22. 23. All are yours, and ye are 
Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's. 

Tus Son ſheweth his Dependance on the Father, 

om 5.17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 

herefore the Jews ſought the more to kill him, be- 
cauſe he not only had broken the Sabbath, but ſaid 
alſo that God was his Father, making himſelf equal 
with GOD. But Chriſt, to ſhew them they had per- 
verſiy conſtrued his Words, and flander'd him (as 
ſome of the ſame Stamp do their Brethren now) and 
that he never profeſs'd himſelf equal to his Father, 
addrefles them in theſe Words; Verily, verily, E 
ſay unto you, the Son can do nothing of himſelf x 
but what he ſeeth the Father do, theſe alſo doth the 
Son likewiſe. Ver. 30. I can of mine own ſelf do no- 
thing ; as I hear I judge, and my Judgment is juſt, 
becauſe T ſeek not mine own Wil, but the Will of 
Him that ſent me. John 10. 32. Many good Works 
have I ſhewed you from the Father ; for which of 
thoſe Works do ye ſtone me? Ver. 33. The Jews 
anſwered him, For a good Work we ſtone the not; 
bur for pe verge, and becauſe thou, being a Man, 
makeſt thy ſelf GOD. Here the Jews ſhewed their 
Ignorance again, for they thought (as ſome do now) 
the Word GOD was apply'd to none but the Supreme 
God the Father, tho' there are ſo many plain Texts 
to prove the contrary. Now our Lord, to explain 
the Scuſe of his Words, lets them know, that the 
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Word God was juſtly appropriated to Men; and in 
this Senſe he juſtified it. His Words are theſe, ver. 
34. Is it not written in your Law, I ſaid ye are Gods? 
(35 It he called them Gods to whom the Word of 
God came, and the Scripture cannot be broken, (36.) 
ſay ye of him whom the Father hath ſanctified, and 
ſent into the World, Thou blaſphemeſt, becauſe I 
ſaid, I am the Son of God. 
Tur xx is another Text from whence our Adver- 
ſaries infer, Our Lord Jeſus is equal to the Father, in 
this ſame Chapter, Yer. 29, 30. My Father whicli 
gave them me is greater than all, and none is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's Hand: And then 
follows what they catch at, I and my Father are one. 
But can any one imagine, that our Lord, who had, 
in the preceding Verſe, aſſerted his Father to be 
greater than Al, ſhould preſently, in the next Verſe, 
and in the fame Breath, contradict and give himſelf 
the Lie, by theſe Words, I and my Father are one ? 
which they thro' Miſtake interpret, One in Subſtance, 
and equal in Power and Glory. Men may as well ar- 
gue, that God and Believers are one in Subſtance, 
rom Jon 317. 22. That they may be one, even as we 
are one. Query then, Are al Believers but one Belie- 
ver; or are all Believers the ſame in Subſtance with, 
and equal to God. % 
Fox the Illuſtration of this Text Origen hath this 


Note; © If any would know what that Oneneſs is of 


& the Father and the Son, let them read that Text, 
« As 4 32. And the Multitude that believed were 
« of one Heart, and of one Soul.“ 

ANOTHER Text is 1 Ep. of John 5. 7. For there 
are three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy-Ghoſt, and theſe three are 
ene. This our Adverſaries take to be a ſtrong Proof 
for their Purpoſe ; but it is far from it: For this 
Oneneſs can mean only an Oneneſs in Teſtimony. Nor 


has this Text that Authority that other * 
| Ave, 
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have, if we may credit Dr. Burnet, late Biſhop of 
Salisbury, who tells us, in his ſecond Letter in his 
Travels, © how variouſly and uncertainly that Text 
appears in antient Manuſcripts: The Text is 
« wholly wanting in that Greek Teſtament printed 
tc at Stratsburg , by Wolfins Cephalæus, An. 1524. in 
ce the Beginning of the Reformation.“ And how 
dangerous then is their Caſe who cghtend for it, 


and build what they call Fundamental Principles 


thereon? | * | J. 
Jahn 14. 28. My Father is greateg than I. This, 
ſay our Adverfaries, is as he is Man, But was there 
not a bleſſed Union of the Divine and Humane Na- 
ture? And was this Union then diſſolv'd ? Or did 
this Union conſtitute more than Oue Perſon? If not, 
this Bleſſed Perſon aſſerts, My Father is Greater than 
{: Which to deny, is to reproach our Redeemer, 
and make him a Liar. We-with, all that pretend to 
ſtand up for the Honour of Chriſt would conſider it. 
4 The Son (ſays ATHana$S1vs) when he came in- 
© to the. World, glorified not himſelf, but his Fa- 
ce ther,'ſaying (to a certain Perſon who came to 
ce him) J/hy-cabeſt thow ME god? There is none good 
*© but ON E, thats GOD: And to another, that 
© asked, Which is the Great Commandment in the 
« Law, Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord your God is O NE 
« Lords And to the People, I came down from 
Heaven, not to do my own Will, but the Will of the 
e Father which ſent me : And teaching his Diſciples, 
« ſaying, My Father is Greater than I. 

John 17.3. This is Life Eternal, to know' Thee, 
the only true GOD, and Jeſs Chriſt, whom thor haſt 
ſent. Can any Words be more expreſs to prove, that 
there is but One true GOD, and that that GO D is 
but One Perſon, viz. the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is oppoſed to him by his Names, Re- 
lations, and Characters, and his Prerogative aſſer- 
ted in ſending: Jeſus Chriſt.  Arhanaſins, upon this 
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Text, hath this Note, „The true God (ſays he) 
ce who is moſt ſtrictly and abſolutely ſuch, even the 
ce Father of Chriſt.” | . 

Again. Tur Son of God ſpake not in his own 
Name. John 12. 39. 50. I have not ſpoken of my /elf ; 
but the Father that ſent me He gave me Command- 
ment both what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould 
ſpeak; and I know that his Commandment is Life 
Everlaſtmg. Whatſoever 1 {peak therefore, as t he 
Father ſaid unto me, even ſo 1 ſpeak. John 14. 31. As 
the Father gave me Commandment, even /o I do. 
Heb. 10. 5. Lo I come to do thy Will, O my God: 
Here he plainly aſſerts, that he came to do the Will 
of hir Go, tho' our Adverſaries ſay he came to do his 
own' Will us God equal to the Father : But our Lord 
himſelf refutes them in expreſs Words, John 6. 38: 


For I came down from” Heaven, not to do my own - 


Will, but the Will of him that ſent me; and ver. 39- 
declares who ſent him, in theſe Words: And this is 
the Father's Will which hath ſent me, &c. Mark it ; 
for it muſt be of his Divine Nature, for that was it 
that was ſent and came down from Heaven. And leſt 
they ſhould imagine, he was equal to him that ſent 
him, he fays, John 13. 16. Verily, verily I ſay unto 
you, the Servant is not greater than his Lord, nei- 
ther he that is ſent greater than he that ſent him. 
And our Ad verſaries may as well ſay, the Servant is 


as great as his Lord, as that he that is ſent is as great 
as he that ſent him. | | 4 


Uro x this our Adverſaries run into the groſſeſt 
Inconſiſtences that can be utter'd, aſſerting that he 
is the very Father himſelf So that as he is the So] 
he is begotten f himſelf. Sometimes they readily 
allow but Oue God, and by and by, and in the ſame 
Breath, deny it, by aſſerting Three Perſons in the 
Godhead; and again as ſoon confound them, and 
ſay, it is but One God diſplay'd under different De- 
nominations, Modes, and Charatters, ſometimes OP 
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[ſometimes Son, and ſometimes Holy-Spirit. And 
indeed, for want of keeping to the Divine Revela- 


tion, they do not know where to fix. Sometimes 


they are Socinians, by aſſerting this and that Text is 


as he is Man; then Sabelians, by deſtroying the Per- 
ſonalities; and then again Cerinthians, by imagining 
God the Father dwelt in the Man Chriſt Jeſus ſubſtanti- 
ally. Theſe are the Contradictions that drop from 
em every Day. 

T ax Son is and was the Father's Agent. Heb. 1. 2. 
By whom alſo he made the Worlds. Eph. 3. 9. Which 
from the Beginning of the World hath been hid in 
God, who created all Things by Jeſys Chriſt. John 5. 
22. The Father judgeth no Man, but hath committed 
all Judgment to the Son. John 3. 5. The Father lo- 
veth the Son, and hath given all Things into his 
Hands. As 2. 22. By Signs and Wonders which 


God did by him.—17. 31. Becauſe he hath appointed 


a Day wherein he (the Father) will judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs by that Man whom he hath ordain- 
ed. Rom. 2. 16. In the Day when God ſhall, judge 
the Secrets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt. 88 3 

Lr us next ſee the Inconſiſtency of the Interpre- 
tations our Adverſaries put upon Holy Scripture. 
Johm 3. 35. The Father loveth the Son, and . hath 
given all Things into his Hands. In qur Adverſa- 
ries Senſe, he put it into his ow? Hands, as he ts the 
Father. Mark 26. 46. My God ! my God ! why haſt 
thou forſaken me? In their Senſe he cry'd to himſelf, 
My ſelf, my ſelf, why haft thou forſaken me? Did our 
Lord ſpeak to himſelf, when he ſaid, This is Lite 
Eternal to know Thee, the only true Gad, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom Thou haſt ſent. Upon which Text Au- 
in hath theſe Words:“ What ſhall we do (ſaye he) 
* with that Teſtimany of aur Lord, for 'twas the 
Father he directed himſelf to, when he ſaid, This 
* is Life Eternal, &c.” John 20. 17. I aſcend to my 
Father aud your Father, to my God and your God, 
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Query, Did he aſcend to himſelf * Or was he a God 
to himſelf ?' John 17. 1. Father, the Hour is come; 
Glorifie thy Son, that thy Son alſo may Glorifie Thee. 
©. Did he pray to himſelf ? Ver. 5. And now, O Fu- 
ther, glorifie thou me with the Glory I had with thee be- 
fore the World began; which muſt relate to his Divine 
Nature, for ſure his Humane Nature did not exiſt 
then, nor was ever poſſeſs d of that Glory. Mat. 6. 
29. And he went a little farther, and fell on his Face, 
and pray'd, ſaying, O my Father, if it be poſſible, let 
this Cup pals from me; nevertheleſs, not as I will 
but'as Thou wilt, He went away again the ſecond 
time, and pray'd, ſaying, O my Father, if this Cup 
may not paſs from me, except I drink it, thy Wig 
be done? Mult they not.be infatuated who think he 
pray'd to himſelf? Luke 23. 46. And when Jeſus had 
cried with a loud Voice, he ſaid, Father, into thy 
Hands | commend my Spirit! And when he had ſo 
ſaid he gave up the Ghoſt. Q. Whether our Lord 

commended his Spirit into his own Hands ? | 
FROM all which 'tis plain, the only begotten Son 
of God received his Being, his Glory, and all his ad- 
mirable and adorable Perfections from the Father. 
1 Cor. 15. 27. For he hath put all Things under his 
Feet: But when he faith, All things are put under 
him, it is manifeſt that H- is excepted that did put 
all Things. Ver. 28. And when all Things ſhall be 
ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the Son himſelf alſo be 
ſubject unto him that put all Things under him, that 
God may be all in all. Upon theſe Words Mr. Sam. 
Clark, in his Notes on the Bible, hath it thus: We 
c muſt not think, that God the Father, by beſtow- 
« ing the Office of King on his Son, did diveſt 
ic himſelf of his Sovereign Empire; but he ſtill 
« remains ſuperior to him; and therefore to him ſhall 
4 Chriſt deliver up the Kingdom.” E 
Ax p now, we hope, the World will judge fa vou- 
rably of us, having the written Word for our * 
| * 
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by which all muſt be judged at laſt. Can it then be 
for the Honour of Religion to accuſe, condemn, cen- 
ſure, backbite, and flander thoſe who form their 
Faith in the Objects of Religious Worſhip according 
to the Revealed Will of God. And we would ap- 

eal-to our very Enemies, whether it be right in 
the Sight of God to obey Men rather than God. 

Tuz BIBLE only ſhall be our Rule of Faith. 
This therefore, and this only, will we believe ; this 
we will profeſs; and according to this we deſire to 
live; and for this, we hope, (it God call us to it) we 
would be willing to die. Propoſe us any Thing out 
of this Book, and require us whether we bclieve it 
or no; and tho' it ſeem never ſo incomprehenſible to 
Humane Reaſon, we will ſubſcribe it with Heart and 
Hand, as knowing no Demonſtration can be ſtron- 
ger than this: God hath ſaid ſo, therefore it is true. 
As for others, we will take no Man's Liberty of- 
Judgment from him; neither ſhall others take it 
trom us. What Meaſure we mete to others, we ex- 

& the ſame from them again. 

Ap tho' there may be ſome Things in God's 
Word hard to be underſtood, yet we believe,thoſe that 
are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation are clearly revealed 
ſo as to be underſtood by the meaneſt Capacity, or 
the Poor could not receive the Goſpel. Tis not the bare 
reproaching us for Hereticks is enough, unleſs you 
prove it by the Word of God: For Hereſy is a mani- 
Feſt Deviation from and Oppoſition to the Faith; which, 
thank God, our Adverſarics have not been able to 
prove againſt us, notwithſtanding their perverting 
Sacred Scripture. The Word of God is ſufficient to 
diſcover what is Hereſy; for that which is ſtrait will 
plainly teach us what is crooked. If any one ſhould 
deny that there is a God, or that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Son of God, or Saviour of the World ; that it is He 
by Obedience to whom Men muſt look to be ſaved: 
It any ſhould deny his Birth, or Paſſion, or Reſurre- 
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&ion, or Aſcenſion, or ſitting at the Right Hand of 
God ; his having all Power given him in Heaven 
or in Earth; that it is He whom God hath appoin- 
red to be Judge of Quick and Dead ; that all Men 
mall riſe again at the Laſt Day; that they which be- 
lieve and repent ſhall be ſaved, and they which do 
not ſhall be damned: If a Man ſhould hold the 
Keeping the Moſaic Lau neceſlary to Salvation, or 
that Good Works are not: Should any Man obſti- 
mately contradict the Truth of any Thing plainly 
delivered in Scripture ;——every one hath a ſuffic i- 
ent Means to diſcover and avoid Hereſy. If you ſay, 
the obſcure Places of Scripture contain Matters of 
Faith, this is plain, that it is a Matter of Faith to 
believe, that the Senſe of them whatever it is, which 
was intended by God, is true; for he that does not 


ſo queſtions the Veracity of God's Word. But to 
believe this or that to be the Senſe of them, or to 


believe the true Senſe of them, and avoid the falſe, is 
not neceſſary either to Faith or Salvation: For if 
God would have had his Meaning in thoſe Places 
certainly known, how could it ſtand with his Wiſ- 
dom to be ſo wanting to his own Will and End, as 
to ſpeak obſcurely ? Or how can it conſiſt with his 
Juſtice, to require of Men to know certainly the 
Meaning of thoſe Words which he himſelf hath not 
reveal'd. Suppoſe there were an Abſolute Monarch, 
that, in his own Abſence from One of his King- 
doms, had written Laws for the Government of it, 
ſome very plainly, ſome ambiguouſly ; and his Sub- 
jects ſhould keep thoſe that were plainly written 
with all Exactneſs, and for thoſe that were obſcure 
uſe their beſt Diligence to find his Meaning in them, 
and obey them according to the Senſe of them which 
they conceived ; ſhould this King, either with Ju- 
tice or Wiſdom, be offended with theſe Subjects, it 
by teaſon of their Obſcurity they miſtook the Senſe 
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of them, and fail of their Performance by reaſon of 
their Error. 33 
Marrtzrs of Revelation and Divine Teſtimony 
were moſt compleat at the Firft, and the Chriſtian 
Religion was molt perfect at the Beginning; and the 
Words of God are the moſt proper Signitications of 
his Will; and the Forms of Worſhip ſet down in 
Scripture by Way of Precept or Example, are the 
beft and moſt acceptable Way of ſerving him. In 
the Days of the Apoſtles Chriſtianity was perfect, 
and continued for {ome Ages in a tolerable Simpli- 
city, and Purity of Faith and Manners, ſupported 
by ſingular Holineſs of Life, by Charity in — 
of Opinion, and by the extraordinary Guidance of 
the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Peace and Love. 
But needleſs Contentions began ſoon to ariſe; and Faith 
became more intricate, and Charity diminiſh'd ; till at 
laſt (as the Apoſtles had predifled) it was ſwallowed 
up in the great Apoſtacy : Out of which it began to reco- 
ver at the Reformation, when the Doctrine of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles was again declared to be the only Rule 
of Faith, in which was clearly contain'd all Things ne- 
ceſſary to Faith and Practice. And had that Declara- 
tion been ſtill adher'd to, in Practice as well as 
Words, and Humane Authorities regarded only as 
Humane Authorities, there had been very little Di- 
viſions or Contentions among Proteſtants. The 
Doctrine of the TRINITY is clear and plain in 
the Scriptures; but Creeds and Councils have obſcured 

it, and made it now hard to be underſtood. 
© AFTER the Time of the Council of Nice, they 
ſpake ſtill more and more confuſedly and ambigu- 
* ouſly of the Three Perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
till Philoſophy prevailing, and the Schoolmen (as 
* an Excellent Author of the Church of England ex- 
* prefles it) wrought a great Part of their Divinity 
out of their own Brains, as Spiders do Cobwebs 
out of their own Bowels ; flarting a Thouſand 
*« Subrilties. 


— — - . — 
reer eee Ie OE IN” IRE 


— — 


r 


o 2 
——— — œͤ — ——:ü:! Kc de 9 Og 1 * 


* 


r 
* 


(16) 

“ Subtilties, which we may reaſonably preſume, 
ec that they who talk of them did themſelves never 
< throughly underſtand) made this Matter alſo, as 
© they did molt others, utterly unintelligible. 

SO that it evidently appears, that we do not ad- 
vance any other Doctrine than what was delivered 

by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and what was the general 

Faith of the Primitive Church for ſeveral Ages after; 
and whether we or our Ad verſaries are miſtaken will 

appear at laſt in the Great Day of Deciſion ; when 

we hope 1t will appear, that we do not in the leaſt 

depreciate or {peak diminutively of our Bleſſed Re- 

deemer, tho? we are daily reproach'd on that Account, 
Do we detra& from our Saviour, becauſe we believe 

what be ſaid to be true, and will not, like our Adver- 
faries, give him the Lie, under a fly Pretence of 
vindicating his Honour. We believe as the Scrip- 
tures reveal him, to be the Mt$$S1amn, the Lord 

our Righteouſneſs, the Mediator and Redeemer, the Son, 

the Beloved Son, the'Only Begotten Son of GOD; the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life ; the Bread that came 

down from Heaven ; the Man approved of God, that 

ſhall judge the World, as God has appointed; in a 

Word, the Believers Hope and Foundation of Truſt, in 
this Life and that to come, the Saviour whom we love 
tr all Things, and whom to love not, is to be accur- 

ed. 

Tnsx are the Notions for which we are condem- 
ned and judged unworthyfor Chriſtian Communion, 
and for which we are reproach'd, bely'd, and ſlan- 
der d, and for which Attempts have been made 10 
eaft ſome our of the Synagogue. But this is Matter of 
Comfort to us all, that thro' the Lord's Goodneſs 
they cannot charge us with Tumult or Riot, with 
Matter of Wrong, or wicked Lewdneſs; but only 
for adhering to the Truths of Chriſt, as they appear” 
to us, in their genuine Senſe and Primitive Purity. 
But with us it is a {mall thing to be judged of Men, 
£9 | or 


. 


j 


(17) 
or of Man's Judgment; but he which judgeth us is 
the Lord —From the hard Judgments and Cenſures 
of Mcn we appeal to the righteous Judgment of 
God, who ſhall make manifeſt the Councils or the 
Heart, when every Man ſhall have Praiſe of God. 


S O that if our Adverſarics go on to viliſie and 
reproach us, and make a Sport and Banter of what 
they can never confute; if they wretchedly pervert 
and wreſt Sacred Scriptures (to their own Deſtru- 
ction) to repreſent us odious and hatetul; let them 
remember, that among thoſe reckon'd np, in that 
black Catalogue, that ſhall neyer enter into the King- 
dom of God, are Revilers. 


Trar the World may ſee what Treatment we 
have had from our Adverlaries, here follows a Col- 


lection of Senrences, taken out of the SMALL 


GLASS. 

H x calls us, New-cloath'd Hereticks, who have for 
their Captain and Leader Genſerick Deceivers——- 
Perverſe Perverters of Stripture, Men that have loſt 
their firſt Love Falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers — 
Molves in Sheeps Clothing Undervatuers of the Lord 
Jeſus , by making him inferior to his own Father 
Ungodly Sinners, who are condemn'd by the Apoſtle Jude 
for their vile Speeches, and may be compared to Judas, 
Saul, and Arius, to Antichriſt, and the Man of Sin, 
to all Perſecuters of Chriſt's Church, to Nadab 
and Abihu, for offering ſtrange Fire, to thoſe dam 
nable Hereticks ſpoken of in 2 Pet. 2. 1.—and to Theives 
and Robbers, who endeavour to rob Chriſt of his Crown 
and Dignity. And cal's us Curſed Robbers, damnable 
Soul priſoners, Dragons, and Aſps ; profane Perſecaters, 
He compares us to Satan, to Diocleſian the cruel 
perſecuting Roman Emperour, to greedy Dogs, to 
Zeophry Moor, and Naylor of B-iftol, and to confident 
Fools that raae. 

C Bur 
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Bur that the World may judge how agreeable the 
Faith of thoſe Zealots is to the Sacred Scriptures, 
and how conſiſtent. with themſelves, we ſhall add 
ſome things which they have profeſs'd to believe : 
That wherever the Sox is mention'd in Scripture, 
cc it is as he is Man; and wherever he is call'd 
6 g O D, he is the Father; and that GOD the 
« Father afſum'd Humane Nature, and died, Cc. 

ArrTExR all; We are ſorry our Adverſaries have 
made it neceſſary for us to publiſh this brief De- 
fence. Yet we hope we ſhall never follow the ill 
Example they have ſet us, nor render Reviling for 
Reviling ; but ſo conform our Tempers to the ex- 
ccllent Pattern of our Bleſſed Saviour, who, as he 
himſelf did, ſo he has commanded us to bleſs them 
that curſe us, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
us; and in whoſe Words we ſhall conclude: 


Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do. 


PosTSCRIPT, 


E ST our Defe&s, ſhould be charg'd to the Diſcre- 

dit of any Miniſter , we have thought neceſſary to 

declare, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that the foregoing 

Defence was drawa up, printed, aud publiſhed, without 
the Privity or Knowledge of any Miniſter whatever. 


I 
- 


n 


A N 
APPENDIX 
TO THE | 
INNOCENT Vindicated : 


O R, 


Queries propounded to the Reverend 
Mr. John Walroad, as Director of the Affairs 
of the Diſſenters in Exon: To which he or 
his Friends are wh” to give a clear 
Anſwer. 


:- xe the Term 6 OD, in 
the Singular Number, can be pro- 
ved to be uſed in any One Place 
of the Scripture, to denote more 


Perſons than One ? 


II. Whether we have not the ſame Evidence 
from the Scripture, that God is Oue Perſon, that 
we have that either the Father, or the Sen, or the 
Holy-Ghoſt, is One Perſon ? 

If that Text, John xvi. 13. When He the Spirit of 
Truth is come, 2, as it certainly is, a good Ar- 
gument to prove the Holy-Spirit is a Perion; the 
like Argument will prove that God is a Perſon; 
becauſe he 4s ſo often ſpoken of in the ſame manner 
in the Scripture. See John vi. 29. viii. 42. It is 
humbly 4%. ed that ſome Scripture Argument may 
be alledg'd to prove any one of the Trinity 10 be One 
diſtin. Perſon, which may not with equal Evidence 
be applied to prove that God is one di, Perſon, 

C2 III. Whether 
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III. Whether there be any one Text of Scripture 
which treats of the Unity of God, and places jt in 
any other Perſon than the Father? © 

That the Scripture. places the Unity.in the Father js 

plain, John xvii. 3. And this is Life eternal to 
know THEE, the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. 1 Cor. viii. 6. 
But to us there is but Oue God the Father, of 
whom are all Things, and we in him, and 
One Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 'Tis humbly deſired that 
ſome Texts may be alledg'd, wh-re tit ſaid, the 
One God is the Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt. 


IV. Whether the ſame Arguments that prove the 
Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoit, to be Three diſtinct 
Perſons, will not with equal Strength conclude they 
are Three diſtintt Beings ? 


V. Whether any Man can properly be ſaid to be- 
lieve that God is Three Perſons, and bat One intelli- 
gent Being, without having ſome Notion of the 
Difference he hereby makes between a Perſon and an 
Iutelligent Being? 


VI. Whether (if no Difference can be aſlign'd , 
between an Intelligent Being and a Per/on) it be not 
a Contradict ion to ſay, that God is Three Perſors 
and Ohe Being That is, Whether it be not all one 
as to ſay, He is Three Perſont, and but One Perſon; 
or Three Beings, and but One Being? bh 


VII. Whether, if the Father, Son, and Spirit, are 
but One Being, it is poſſible to hold that the Being 
of the Sou was incarnate, without holding that the 
Being of the Father, and Spirit was imcarnate ? 


VIII. Whether the impoſing Side can pretend, 
that the Conſequence they draw trom the Unity of 
God, and from the Father and Son's being ſeverally 

called 
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called God, is more clear and certain than the Con- 

ſequence which others draw from the ſame Conſi- 

deration ? 

' The impoſing Side + wh that becauſe there is but 
one God, and the Father is called God, and the 
Son is called God in the Scripture, therefore they 
muſt both be the one God. 

The other Side argues, that becauſe there is but one 
God, and the Father is called God, and the Son 
is called God in the Scripture; therefore they cant 
both be called God in that Senſe of the Word in 
in which there is but one God. And they have 
this to clear their May of arguing, That the Father 
is expreſly [aid to be the one God, but the Son 
never ſaid to be ſo; and that the Title of God is 
confeſſedly given in Scripture to others befide the 
one God ; Therefore, * 


IX. Whether Men being liable to Miſtake in 
drawing Canſequences, Modeſty ſhould not teach 
the impoling Side to be as forward to bear with 
their Brethren, as they are to bear with the Impoſers? 


X. Whether it is not dangerous Raſhneſs to cen- 
ſure Men, as to their everlaſting State, tor not be- 
lieving a Doctrine which is not expreſly declared in 
any One Place in the Bible? 


XI. Whether they who ſay the Son did know rhe 
Day and Hour of the Laſt Judgment, when he ſaid 
expreſly that he did not; whether, I ſay, they do 
not make Chriit to have been guilty of an Equivo- 
cation? And whether ſuch their Aſſertion is not 
very dangerous, as tending to introduce, by his Ex- 
ample, a Practice which will deſtroy all Credit 
among-Chriſtians ? : 

They ſay, he knew it as God, but did not know it as 
Man: But if he knew it either as God or Man, he 
mult know it, and therefore could not confiſteiitly 

wit / 
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| with Truth ſay, he did not know it. A wide Diffe- 
mw | rence is to be made between aſſerting and denying a 
| 
| 
| 


Thing to belong to his Perſou : If I aſſert any thing 


T 
—— 0 


| to belong to his Perſou, my Aſſertion is true, if it 
wT belong to either Nature; as I may ſay, Chriſt was 
= | liefore Abraham, becauſe this is true with reſpect to . 
bus Divine Nature; but if 1 ſhould deny that Chriſt $ 
Þ was before Abraham, I ſhould be underſtood to de- 4 
1 ny that either Nature was before Abraham, and 0 
[ | ſhould ſpeak what is falſe. Aad according to this * 
. ay of equi uocating, a Man (as one obſerves) may a 
1 deny that he ſaw a Thing which he actually ſaw, 
. meaning be did not fee it with one Eye, which he 


| [ wil fully kept ſhut, while he beheld it with the other. 
1 Jig hoped a clear Anſwer will be given to this 
1 Query, that ſo Truth may not be quite alondon d as 
w_— | well as Juſtice. 


4 XII, Whether if the Holy Spirit is the Supreme God, 
he muſt not have as much Right to give the Father, N 
as the Father can have to give him ? And whether, 
3 upon this Suppoſition, it can be proper for Chriſti- 
5 ans to pray to the Father to give them his Holy 


Spirit ? 


: 

| XIII. Whether it be an intolerable Crime in Mi- 
niſters, and ſuch as deſerves Ejeftment, for them to 
hold, that Chriſt alone is the King of his Church? and 
that Chriftians are to receive his Words only as the 
authentick Rule of their Faith, without ſubject ing 
their Faith ta the authoritative Interpretations of any 


Men upon Earth. _ 
40862 
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